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Julia and Danny just loved Christmas. Every year it got better and better 
and now that they were 7 years old, the twins just knew the presents 
were going to be bigger and better than ever. Christmas eve, they sat 
together in their jammies and stared at all the colorful boxes under the 
tree. There were so many, they spilled out into the living room but they 
knew they had to wait for Santa to come for the really wonderful 
presents.  

I ju s t kn ow Sa n ta will be h ere s oon , s qu ea led J u lia s it t in g cros s legged 
in fron t of th e firep la ce wa it in g, a n d h e will b r in g th e b igges t a n d 
grea tes t p res en t of th em a ll, Da n n y. 

 

Her brother just could hardly stand it and he hopped around the room in 
excitem en t a n d joy. Bu t I wa n t Sa n ta to com e RIGHT NOW, J u lia . I ca n t 
wa it for th e grea tes t p res en t of th em a ll. Da n n y got J u lia s o s t ir red u p 
that she too stood up and started hopping and hopping and Danny was 
hopping and hopping until they fell down together in the middle of the 
room huddled together giggling. Roscoe, their big happy Husky dog came 
over and licked their faces.  

Wh a t d id you wis h for Da n n y? J u lia a s ked in excited wh is pers a s th ey 
got in position in front of the fireplace again.  

Oh I wa n ted s o m a n y th in gs bu t I wa s a fra id to a s k for everyth in g. I 
wanted a new bike and a new skateboard and I wrote down about a 
hundred video games I wanted but more than anything, I want that new 
game system. Daddy said he would play it with me once h e got bet ter . 
And Danny and Julia got a little sad because daddy had been sick for a 
lon g t im e a n d th e doctors s a id h e wa s n t get t in g bet ter fa s t en ou gh . Bu t 
wh a t d id you wa n t? Da n n y a s ked s o J u lia wou ldn t cry. 

 

A dolly a n d a n ew d res s a n d s h oes a n d a n d it s eem ed s h e wen t on for 
about ten hours to Danny and finally she just giggled because it was all 
so fun and silly to think of Santa coming down that chimney any minute 
with ALL of those things!  

***  



 
tick, tock , t ick , tock . J u lia a n d Da n n y lis tened to the big grandfathers 

clock in the corner slowly tick away the night. Julia rocked back and 
forth holding her legs and Danny fidgeted with his toes.  

Oh , I won der wh en Sa n ta will get h ere?!? J u lia com pla in ed pou n d in g 
her fists impatiently.  

Me too! Da n n y s a id , ju m pin g to h is feet a n d s tom pin g in a ta n tru m . 
Bu t s u dden ly h e s topped . Bu t wa it J u lia , h e s a id , with a n ew idea in 
h is h ea d . I th in k we a re bein g ba d . Ma ybe we h a ve a lrea dy been too ba d 
a n d Sa n ta won t com e. 

 

Oh , n o, Da n n y! J u lia s a id with a s ob in h er voice. Plea s e I don t wa n t it 
to be like th a t . I don t wa n t to be ba d . I don t even kn ow h ow to be good . 
Sh e bega n to weep . Plea s e Sa n ta , we a ren t ba d , we ju s t wa n t you to 
com e s ee u s s o ba d . 

 

You a re n ot ba d ch ild ren . Th e voice came from the dark room. Both 
children jumped and it was Danny that spoke first.  

Sa n ta ? Is th a t you ? He a s ked . 

 

Th a t d id n t s ou n d like Sa n ta , J u lia wh is pered . 

 

It s n ot Sa n ta . It s m e. Over h ere on th e ta b le. Next to th e n a t ivity 
s cen e. Both ch ild ren looked over and sure enough, there standing next 
to the tiny scene of Jesus being born was an elf. He was no more than six 
inches high, wearing all green and dancing from foot to foot.  

Hey, you a ren t Sa n ta , J u lia n ot iced , a lwa ys th e obs erva n t on e. 

 

No, I m n ot . I a m on e of Sa n ta s elves . My n a m e is Sta n ley. Sa n ta will be 
h ere p ret ty s oon bu t I cou ldn t h elp overh ea r in g. You a re n ot ba d 
ch ild ren bu t you s eem to be con fu s ed . Sta n ley s a id s it t in g on m om m y s 
big ball of yellow knitting yarn.  

We ju s t wa n t Sa n ta to com e s oon . J u lia s a id begin n in g to h op a ga in 
which seemed to make Stanley dizzy.  

Wh y? Sta n ley a s ked . 

 

Beca u s e h e is b r in gin g u s everyth in g we wa n t a n d n eed a n d th e bes t 
p res en t of a ll t im e, toda y. It s Ch r is tm a s . 

 



 
You s eem a wfu lly n ervou s a n d im pa t ien t for s u ch h a ppy ch ild ren . 

Sta n ley obs erved . Wh y do you th in k th a t is ? 

 
Um m m m m m m J u lia s a id s cra tch in g h er h ea d . I gu es s we a re s ca red 

h e won t com e or won t b r in g u s th e bes t p res en t in th e wh ole wor ld . 

 

Wh a t if I told you Sa n ta is bringing you a box but inside is something 
that would be the best thing for the whole wide world, not just you but 
th e wh ole wide wor ld . Wh a t wou ld you th in k of th a t? a s ked Sta n ley. 
Both children got so excited. And starting squealing with the idea of 
seein g s u ch a p res en t . Well, I ca n s ee you wou ld like th a t . Wh a t do you 
s u ppos e wou ld be th e bes t p res en t for th e wh ole wor ld? 

 

I kn ow, I kn ow, a cu re for a ll th e s ickn es s in th e wor ld . Th a t wa y da ddy 
wou ldn t be s ick a n ym ore, gu es s ed Da n n y, Oh , bu t th a t s im pos s ib le in 
on e box, is n t it , S ta n ley? h e a dded . 

 

No, n o, let m e gu es s , J u lia giggled en joyin g th e ga m e. It s a n en d to a ll 
wa rs in th e wh ole wide wor ld . Pea ce. Th a t s wh a t th e bes t p res en t is for 
everyone in the world. That everyone would be at pea ce. 

 

Even you J u lia ? Wou ld you be a t pea ce? So you cou ld wa it for Sa n ta 
a n d n ot get s a d? Wou ld you h a ve th a t k in d of pea ce in you r h ea r t? 
Stanley quizzed the little girl.  

I wis h I d id Sta n ley. Th e lit t le gir l con fes s ed . Bu t Sa n ta ju s t b r in gs 
games and toys and dollies and candy. He never brings a big box full of 
pea ce for ou r h ea r ts . 

 

Well I h a ve a won derfu l s u rp r is e for you . Th is s u rp r is e will m a ke 
Ch r is tm a s a m illion t im es bet ter for you forever . Th e lit t le elf s a id with 
great joy.  

A MILLION TIMES? th e Ch ild ren a s ked with h a pp in es s a n d excitem en t 
in their voices.  

Yes . Beca u s e th e toys a n d th in gs Sa n ta b r in gs a re ju s t exa m ples of th e 
best present the world could ever get and that is what you are getting 
tonight. Do you know who started Christmas even before Santa came 
a lon g? 

 

It wa s J es u s ! both ch ild ren kn ew beca u s e both were good Su n da y 
school children.  



 
Yes th a t s r igh t a n d n ow h ere is th e s ecret of Ch r is tm a s th a t I a m goin g 

to tell you a n d you t rea s u re it in you r h ea r t forever , ok? 

 
OK both ch ild ren wh is pered , ben d in g down to th e t in y elf to h ea r . 

 

J es u s is th e grea tes t p res en t of a ll t im e. He is a b le to give you perfect 
pea ce in s ide forever s o you don t ever h a ve to be a fra id or con fu s ed or 
impatient as long as you let Jesus keep his peace deep inside your 
h ea r t . 

 

REALLY? th e ch ild ren ga s ped . Th a t is n t a s tory like Fros ty th e 
Sn owm a n , is it? Da n n y a s ked ca u t iou s ly. 

 

No Da n n y. You ca n h a ve th e pea ce of J es u s in you r h ea r t r igh t n ow. All 
you have to do is pray for it. I can help you . 

 

So Julia and Danny joined hands to pray. They tried to join hands with 
Stanley but he was so tiny; he finally just stood on their joined hands 
and they prayed for Jesus to come in. And do you know what happened 
next? Julia and Danny got a big box of peace in their hearts and it never 
broke like a toy boat and it never got boring like a video game.  

Th is IS th e bes t p res en t in th e wh ole wor ld . Da n n y s a id h is h ea r t fu ll of 
the love of Jesus.  

Th a n k you Sta n ley. I wa n t to h u g you ! excla im ed J u lia, full of the 
warmth of Christmas.  

Bet ter n ot . Sta n ley s a id ca u t iou s ly. You m igh t s qu is h m e a n d a n ywa y, 
I have lots of other children to tell about the greatest present in the 
world. You can tell your friends, too, and help them get the peace of 
Jesus in th eir h ea r ts . I h a ve to go n ow ch ild ren . 

 

And Stanley vanished in a puff of green smoke. But Julia and Danny 
never forgot him and they did tell everyone they knew about the love of 
Jesus and the peace just kept spreading and spreading and spreading.   


