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Billy s belly fir s t s ta r ted to h u r t on Mon da y m orn in g.  

Ma ybe you a te s om eth in g fu n n y, s weety, s a id h is m om .  

You s h ou ldn t h a ve ea ten th a t wh ole box of ch ocola te ch ip cook ies , s a id 
his big brother.  

Billy s m om ga ve h im s om e p ills a n d h e felt bet ter  

But by the afternoon, his tummy was hurting again. It was rumbling and 
felt k in d of wa rm a n d qu ea s y. Billy s m om p icked h im u p ea r ly from 
school and took him to the doctor.  

Dr . Bon e poked Billy s belly, a ll th e t im e m u tter in g to h im s elf a n d 
n odd in g h is h ea d a s Billy s m om exp la in ed wh a t h a d h a ppen ed .  

Fin a lly, Dr . Bon e s a id : I th in k it s h is a ppen d ix.  

Billy went to the hospital with his mom. There they took some pictures of 
th e in s ide of h is belly. Th a t wa s th e fir s t in k lin g th a t s om eth in g wa s n t 
normal. The man taking the x-ray photos raised his eyebrow and 
m u ttered to h im s elf: Hm m m th is is s t ra n ge .  

Bu t th ere wa s n o t im e to d is cu s s th e p ictu res . By n ow Billy s belly felt 
like it was going to explode! They quickly rushed him into the operating 
room for surgery.  

A doctor with friendly eyes and a funny mask on looked down at Billy 
and gave him a wink. Another doctor gave Billy a shot and then Billy fell 
asleep.  

The doctor with fr ien d ly eyes s k illfu lly cu t Billy s belly open with a s m a ll 
kn ife. Billy d idn t feel a n yth in g beca u s e h e wa s a s leep .  

Then the doctor and nurses in the operating room all gasped with 
s u rp r is e. Ou t of Billy s belly ca m e  

A tuba! All bright and shiny.  



 
Then the doctor and nurses jumped in surprise (and a bit of fright), 
beca u s e ou t of Billy s belly ju m ped 

 
A tiger! With bright orange stripes. It roared and jumped out of the 
window.  

The doctor and nurses were pretty surprised, as you can imagine. But 
they were experienced professionals so they quickly calmed down and 
s ta r ted to work on Billy a ga in . Th e doctor gen t ly pu t h is h a n ds in Billy s 
belly a n d felt a rou n d . He ra is ed h is bu s h y eyebrows a s if to s a y: Wh a t s 
th is ? 

 

He gingerly pulled something gold a n d s h in y ou t of Billy s belly. It wa s 

 

A gold piece! And then another, and another, and another. There was as 
m u ch gold in Billy s lit t le belly a s in a s u n ken Spa n is h ga lleon . Every 
t im e th e doctor pu t h is h a n d in s ide Billy s belly h e fou n d a n oth er one. 
Pretty soon there was a pile of gold coins on the floor of the operating 
room . An d even th ou gh th ey d com e ou t of Billy s belly, th ey were a ll 
shiny and new.  

When Billy finally woke up after the operation, he was in a quiet room 
looking out on a garden. The first thing he saw was a funny-looking little 
finger-like blob in a jar of water next to his bed.  

Da r lin g, th a t s you r a ppen d ix, s a id Billy s m om . 

 

Then Billy almost jumped out of his bed.  

Right there in his room were:  

 

A tuba.  

 

A (real) tiger (in a cage, naturally).  

 

A pile of old Spanish coins.  

 

A red bicycle.  

 

A family of ducks.  

 

A rabbit.  

 

A football, soccer ball, and basketball  

 

A model sailboat  

 

A little racing car  

 

And a small amulet  



 
Billy picked up the amulet and rubbed it between his fingers. It made 
h im feel wa rm in h is tu m m y. Bu t th is t im e h is tu m m y d idn t feel like it 
was going to explode. It just felt nice and warm.  

After that, the local papers ran a story about Billy and he became a little 
bit famous.  

And later on, when he went back to school, all his friends crowded 
around him. They wanted to look at his belly.  

Wh en th ey s a w h is s ca r , th ey a ll s a id Ooooh with a pprecia t ion . 

 

An d wh en Billy s bes t fr ien d pu t h is ea r n ext to Billy s belly, h e thought 
he could hear another tiger.   


