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Greenshoe village was situated in a valley surrounded by big hills 
planted with apple trees. All the kids in the village studied at the local 
school so they all knew each other. John, Tom J oh n s on s s on , wa s th e 
best pupil in the whole school. He was 14 and rather big in stature; he 
had red hair and a dark tan.  

An n a a n d Violet were two of J oh n s collea gu es . Th ey were very p ret ty a n d 
very good in school. The two girls were also best friends and used to 
spend their spare time playing together. One day, they walked down 
Ma in Street to Mr. Sm ith s s tore to bu y s om e b rea d for h om e. J u s t a s 
they walked through the door they saw John stealing a fistful of candy.  

Violet wanted to call Mr. Smith, but Anna stopped her and walked up to 
John.  

Wh y d id you s tea l th a t ca n dy J oh n ? a s ked An n a . Don t you kn ow th a t 
s tea lin g is a ba d th in g? 

 

John blushed.  

I took th em ... for m y lit t le b roth er , Tom m y, h e m u m bled . Toda y is h is 
b ir th da y. I kn ow it s wron g to s tea l, bu t I don t h a ve a n y m on ey a n d I 
kn ow Tom m y wou ld rea lly en joy th is ca n dy. Plea s e don t tell Mr . Sm ith . 
I ll pu t th em ba ck . 

 

An n a felt s or ry for h im . You don t h a ve to pu t th em ba ck ; I ll give you 
the money you need. Consider it a present from m e, s h e s a id . 

 

But as Anna was talking to John, Violet told Mr. Smith that John was 
s tea lin g from h is s tore. An n a d idn t h a ve t im e to give J oh n th e m on ey 
before Mr. Sm ith ca m e, s o Tom J oh n s on , J oh n s fa th er , wa s ca lled in to 
pay for the stolen candy. Needless to say, Tom was very angry with John, 
especially because he had to give away all the money he had earned that 
day.  

Anna went straight to Violet.  

Wh y d id you tell Mr . Sm ith ? s h e a s ked . 

 



 
Beca u s e J oh n wa s wron g to s tea l th a t ca n dy. It s a ba d th in g, Violet 

rep lied . I kn ow it s wron g, bu t it s n ot n ice to tu rn s om eon e in eith er . 
Es pecia lly wh en you don t kn ow everyth in g a bou t th a t pers on or a bou t 
h is s itu a t ion . An n a d idn t wa it for Violet to a n s wer . Sh e wen t s t ra igh t 
home.  

Word quickly spread around the village. Because of what his son had 
done, no one hired Tom anymore; they said what John did was illegal 
and immoral and that he probably learned it from his father. The family 
had no income and it was becoming harder and harder for them to earn 
their living. Tom even had to pull John out of school.  

An n a wa s n t very worr ied th e fir s t da y J oh n d idn t com e to s ch ool. Sh e 
th ou gh t th a t J oh n wa s p roba b ly feelin g ill a n d cou ldn t com e. Bu t on th e 
way home Violet came up to her in tears.  

An n a , you were r igh t . I s h ou ldn t h a ve told Mr. Sm ith a bou t J oh n a n d 
n ow I m s orry I d id . Wh a t ca n I do n ow? cr ied Violet . 

 

Bu t wh a t s wron g? Wh a t h a ppen ed? a s ked An n a . 

 

Didn t you h ea r? It s beca u s e of m e th a t J oh n h a d to qu it s ch ool. Ca n 
you believe it? I proba b ly ru in ed J oh n s fu tu re. 

 

Oh , n o! We h a ve to do s om eth in g! s a id An n a . 

 

It wa s a ll a b ig m is ta ke, s a id Violet with tea rs in h er eyes . 

 

Violet , th a t s it ! We ll ju s t tell th em th a t you were wron g! 

 

Wh a t? Wh a t a re you s a yin g? a s ked Violet . 

 

Look, th is is wh a t we ll do. We ll go to Mr. Sm ith a n d we ll tell h im th a t I 
was the one who asked John to buy some candy, but I forgot to give him 
the money. When I remembered and went to the store to pay for the 
candy, you thought he was stealing and turned him in. Because of all the 
fuss we forgot to tell Mr. Smith what happened and that it was all a big 
m is ta ke, s a id An n a s m ilin g. 

 

Hey, th a t s clever! Let s go get J oh n a n d th en we ll ru n down to th e s tore 
a n d tell Mr . Sm ith everyth in g. 

 

A few days later, John was back in the front of the class reading his 
homework.  


